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rather sobelingimPacton
peoplein Califbrnia'
u.hereI live. This is
especiallytrue for those
who are integrall-v
invoh'ed,suchas a fi'iend
of mine \i-hois an impol'ter
of perishablesfrom Asia.
His cargo has been sitting
in a ship off the coast,and
he'sbeenll'ondet'ing
whetherhe'll losea
significantinvestment,
which in the curt'ent
economymightjust mean
the end of his business.A
loss at this time might
evencomplomisehis
ability to sendhis
daughterto college.

octobsr 10, e002,Port ol Lo3 Angeles
Cattlornla-lrucks line uP to load cargo
a3 cran* r€mov€contalnetstrom 6
shlp in lhe background,ailer west
Coast longshor€monreturnedlo work

troubledeconomictimes
Sincet}le 80-daycooling-offpedod that Pr€sident Bush mandated
has gone into elfect, most people
prcbablydon'tfeelthey'r€ dircctly affectedby the labor lockout. Yet,ivith
the manyprcblemsassociat€d
with ig
such as delays in the unloading of
cargo and shipyards jammed with
trucks h ying to pick up shipmentsa.sw€ll a.6strikes goingon elservhere
in tl|e US and aroundthe worldifs
beginningto da\rn on peopleeverywher€just how much we ar€ all inCerc:onnected
in oul economy
The mostcommonreactionher€
in Calilorniais that theselaborstmgglesdo not bodewell for the US economy,\:hich is ah€ady shuggling to
rcboundand which hasfaceda lot of
nelptive speculationbecauseof tbe
threat of a $El in the Middle East.
Many peoplehave concelnsabout
tleil economicfutru€, especiall"v
a lot
of baby boome$ rvhoha!€ tleil re
tirement funds tied up in a queasy,
volatilestockmar.ket.The particular'
issuesin this stdke-concelns about
jobs,overhead,
andplofftability,and
anindustr) movinginto a neweraof
technologl'-u16sl'ss.re the feelings of uncertainty that so many
peoplehave.
Life in an age of change
Facing cha[ge and uncertainty
-both financial and other kinds of
rDcertaint)'-is not new,of course.
In suchtimesI oftenthink olthe experiencein tie Bible of Abl'aham,
when God called him to leave what
was familial to him, his country, to
setout fol the PromisedLand. No*;
who knows how that messagecame
to Abraham. Maybeit was an innet
urging, an inner'voicethat he r€cogniz,eda-sGod. But whatever \vay it

came,Abraham obeyed. And that
took a lot of faith.
Toooftenpeoplethink of "faith"
as somethingrather dull and rooted
in the past, rather than recogdzing
faith as an adventure. I once r.ead
that faith is not so muchan anchor;
a.sa hoist€dsail. Abrahamdidn't really know what $'asout ther€, \r,hat
hewouldfindin the newland,but he
did know that Godwasguiding him.
And he also knew the natur€ of
God-a Godofpromise,aGodofopportunity, a Godofthe futu.reas w€ll
as of the past.
Tl'ustingGodis a little like being
a small boy going fol a walk with a
parent. He might have no idea
\r'her€he'sgoing. But as long ashe's
going \Fith his par€nt, he feelssafe,
and pelhaps a little adlenturous.
Wlen we'!'efaced$ith insecufitl'
and uncenainty, it'6 helpful to r€alize that there is sometling tlat can
glide us, that can bdng us to .r?rr'
pomised land.

fined in nursing homes,and who,
ttrough this art program, are now
q\ploring something new about
their lives. The program has been
so successfulthat it has had showingsin m6jor art museums.
Mary Baker Eddy who diseov'
ered Chistian Sciencein 1866,observedin her m4or $'ork on healing,
Sciel&eand Hedtth loith KeA to th2
Sc'1.zptrr"s,
that "whatever holdshuman thought in line with unselfed
love, receivesdirectly the divine
power" (p. 192). My friend's life,
much Iike Abraham's,seemsmotivated by a love that is not about
what he can get flom others, but
about giving, without thought of
himsclf. And there would cerlainly
seemto be a powel gliding his life.
I believewe canhelpeachother
get though periods of uncertainty
by encouragrng
oneanotherto have
trust and faith in God-in the guiding PriDcipleof our being. That's an
adventure,a new \ray of embracing
change,even if we don't precisely
Thinking beyondourselves
know what the outcomewill be. \{e
I havea fi'iendwho'san inspim' can rely on having ability from God.
tion to me. He has had to change He $.ill lead us into new and
jobs seveml times in his cal'eet promisedlands.
sometimesas the r?sult of companies fsiling out from under him. More reliance on God
I like the prcmisethaCsgiven to
T\r'ice, he has had to start over' financiallJr Yet, I\'e nevel seen him us in the book of Jer€miahin tle
without a job. He studiesChfistian Bible: "For I lffow the thoughtstlat
Science,and from that study has I think toward you, saiti the Lord,
Iearnedthe vslue of unselfishliving. thoughtsof peace,and not of evil, to
Eachtime he hasbeenout of a job, giveyouanexpectedend"(29:fI). Ib
he has looked fo! \ays that he can mq that "er(Tectedend"is not always
serve others more effectively. I've the $ay I think something should
never seenit fail-no matter ra.her€ 1vo|kout, not al$?ys the farniliar. I
he starts, this soonleadshim into think the "expectedend" that God
something meaningful and pr.of- promjses is the end that bles"ses
itable. Most recenUyhe started an er€ryor€. Pelhapssomethingtotally
art pl'ogramfor elders-people eonC HR r s t r a \ S c r t i N c E S E \ r I N U r
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FAITHIN TROUBLEO
contiitwd ft'otn page/
fi€sh-a vin'li,in situation.
Certajnlyone of the pemistent
feelingsfacingmany of us todal' is
that ue a|e r-uinelableandthat our
livesale subj€ctto factolsthat arc
oulsideof our control. But I'm beginning to considerthe possibility
that maybethat's not so bad. No\\-,
I don'tmeanthat \rc shouldget used
to feeljngtbat u'e are the \ictims of
ten or or economic
tur.moilot.incul.abledisease.Ceftainlynoone$ ants
to bc liable to attack, but maybe
Nhat$e shouldgetusedto is r.el)'ing
on somethingdeeper.in iife than
mere human ability and intellect.
Malbe rlc could turn these feelings
arcundandr€cog?)ize
that$e should
be "vulnerable" to divine intelli,
genceand conhol, Per'hapsrvecould
seelife in thesetimesasa callingto
s\ritch geaN lrom being super.,humansto bejngl€ceptireser.vants
of
divinegood.
Int€r'estingly,
F o i t hi s o h o i s t e ds o i / ,
Mary BakerEddy
rcma*ed aboutthe lifeof AbMham,
m o v i n ge v e r y o n e
that he ". . . illustmtcclthe pur?ose
of ldivine] Lovc to creat€ tl'ust in
a b o o r dt h i s " s h i p "
good.and showedthe life-pr.esen.
of life
ing po$'cr of spilitual undet.stand,
(Stie1rce
ing"
altd Health, p. Fr79).
into newwoters.
Cleativityin life is oftena matterof
holdingdiffefent oI uniquepercep,
tionsaboutcitcumstanees.
Gaining the lecentlabor.unlest
is that the
spiritual uhdetstandingis one \r'a-v achonsone peNontakesaffectthe
of holding
perteption
a Unique
rbout lives of all of us. We ar.einterconlifc in thesetimes.
nected.That pointsecmsto become
Just like Abraham, rve can clealerand clearelas oul.\\'orldbechoose
to lookat our life asundel.the comessmaller.and
smaller'.
Thatcan
conhol of Cod,undcr "the life-pr€- be a good point as well as a chalser'\'-ingpo$e)' of spiritual under- lengingone.WIy shouldn'tgoorlbe
standing." We can chooseto think contagious?W}ly shouldn'tthe nomorc pl.ofoundlyabout$.hatrcally ble, unselfishactionsof somebe a
influences
life, andthen get on $itir blessingto all? Wly shouldn'tthe
li\jng it. Imaginethe shift in thought coulageandfaithin oul.livesinspirc
patternsthat r0uld t€sult fr.omrc
humanrtyto answetto a highcr inallythinkingof oulselvesas"!rlner. Lelligence
and seeka bettel.uaJ'of
able"to divineSpi|it, andthenti\ing doingthings?Thesimplcan$veris
that $?y
that it can,and,in fact,does.
We ar.eintet.connected,
not be,
All in this logether
cause\r'esharethe sameplanet,but
0nceagain,oneofthe lessonsof trecauserve comefrom the samedi-

vinesoulce,calledGod.That source
actsas a spilitualanimusin us. We
ar'eeithel lespondingto this spiritual m0ti1'ationanclgoing higher'therebycall')ing otheN{ith us-or
\€ ar'eignodngit and contlibuting
to doDlEnc]'.
The dals ale olel of belieling
"oler thele" does
that whal happens
not affectus or is noneof our.business. It 1\'asnerer'reall-vtr.ue, Wlat
is tltc is that gleatideasshapegleat
liYes.Ideasthat comeflom spiritual
undel'standing.The undelstanding
that it is God'splu?ose"to cleate
b'ust in goocl"\vill blessoul.family
\r'orld\ ide. To lirc theseicleas,to put
theminto pla\i is a choicee\-et.l,
one
of us eanmake,
I oncegavca talk in a chul.chin
Chicago. When it \ras built some
Jealsbelbrc,the mcmbemhadchosen to buikl it in a palt of the city
that l['as then economicallrdistressed-and lhat's a l.eal understatemeht. But buikl the! did,
nonetheless,\\ith lhe intent that
they coukl sel!e the community,
And it Nasn'tlongbeloreeconomic
vitality beganto r.eappcar.
in that
sectionof the cil.\: Businesses
r.etu! ned;doNnto$nlilintt spacewas
built and ihhlbitecl;$alkingar.eas
\rel€ developed.
No$l some might cl.edit that
tulnar'oundto any number ol facto|s. Ilut I tvouldn'tdiscouDtthc
fact that gleat ialeas
shapeourli!'es.
That chulch congtegationlovccliLs
communitl'enoughto beiic\.cthat
diline goodis contagious that jn,
telligeDce
fi.omCodopensus to DeN
possibilities.
Faith is a hoistcdsail, mor,ing
eler'lone aboardthis "ship" of life
into no$,u'ater.s.We ate inter.con,
nected.And it is mucheasielto lift
eachother up becauseof oul.interconnectedDess,
Nhich stems fi.om
one source God-uhose purpose
reallyis "to cleatetrust in good."/t
Ror llalla is a {:hrisli.tr Scietu?
piactitiarerard t.a(heI Itc tlit i.lesh i,
lt,r bett&c)tS(r Ftsi(isro (.:uli.fot1tid,
t,.l Athlutd. Ottgar.

